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This magazine is lovingly created by Friends of gL
the Verde River, a purpose-driven community VSR

Friends envisions a healthy, flowing Verde River

benefit organization and 501(c)(3) nonprofit. 18 ,.-.

and tributaries that support P S

our natural environment, e “
vibrant communities, _— , SN g
and quality of life for Learn more at -?f—ﬁ-

future generations. verderiver.org e N
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https://na.eventscloud.com/website/39366/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w4N_qOQiBMyDpgs-FIZKfyC8v7x3B_ZQ/view?pli=1

Boots on the ground
Another successful monitoring season in the books!

Each year, Hudson Keffer, FVR’s GIS
Specialist/Restoration Technician, leads a crew
from the Southwest Conservation Corps (SCC)
to map the location of invasive species
(tamarisk, giant reed, Russian olive, tree of
heaven, Siberian elm, and Himalayan
blackberry), complete habitat assessments,
and monitor the success of restoration projects
on the Verde River, over time.

This is one of our most rugged crews - who are
happy to spend their 10-hour work days
bushwhacking through the dense (and thorny)
vegetation alongside the Verde River and its
tributaries. In addition to the rough terrain and
dense vegetation of the Verde River, this crew
can expect to encounter the diverse and
sometimes dangerous wildlife that call it home:
rattlesnakes, great horned owls, javelina,
toads, turtles, Gila monster, black bear, and
many (MANY) insects.
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SCC Crew Member mapping invasive tamarisk
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These questions are answered by the large
amount of data that is collected by FVR staff
and the SCC monitoring crew. Staff then
summarize, share, and report back this
information to our many partners through
the Verde Watershed Restoration Coalition

(VWRC) - allowing us to coordinate
restoration efforts in priority areas.

This season we have:

Mapped 1,494
Invasive Species Stands

Monitored 23 sites
(public and private land)

Assessed 1,821 acres

PRIVATE LANDOWNERS!

If you live along the river and have invasive
plant species you would like to remove please
reach out to us!

By the end of the season, monitoring crew
provides us with valuable insight into questions

Which areas of our watershed
are struggling?

Where are invasive species the
most problematic?

Where should we be focusing
our efforts to make a lasting
positive impact?

2024 Invasive Species Inventory and Habitat Monitoring
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https://verderiver.org/what-we-do/water-quality/



https://nativenewsonline.net/sovereignty/historic-agreement-secures-water-rights-for-yavapai-apache-nation-and-verde-valley
https://nativenewsonline.net/sovereignty/historic-agreement-secures-water-rights-for-yavapai-apache-nation-and-verde-valley
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https://vimeo.com/971036703
https://vimeo.com/971837336






https://arizonariverotter.fieldscope.org/

Honoring
Nancy Steele

After six impactful years as Executive
Director of Friends of the Verde River,
Nancy Steele was honored with a
commemorative bench in Rezzonico Park,
Camp Verde, celebrating her leadership in
transforming the organization. Her efforts
in community outreach, citizen science,
and promoting the importance of the
Verde River have left a lasting legacy.
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We extend our deepest gratitude to Nancy for her dedication and
wish her the best in her retirement.

=

Volunteer Appreciation Event

We are hosting a volunteer appreciation
event on October 16, 2024, from 5-7
pm at Dead Horse Ranch State Park.
The work that FVR accomplishes would
not be possible without our vital
volunteers. Volunteers are an integral
part of each program, and help to make
our events possible. Volunteers also
provide the foundation to programs like
Verde Water Watchers, and assist with
restoration projects, just to name a few.

Please join us on October 16th to
celebrate our volunteers. Whether you
have volunteered or are interested in
volunteering in the future you are
welcome to attend the event!
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https://verderiver.org/honoring-nancy-steele/

Interview About Our Children’s Book

Do you have a moment? Check
out this Arizona PBS interview
with Phoebe Fox, the author,
and Jim Fox, the illustrator, of
our award winning children's
book, "On the Verde River."

We are so grateful to be listed
in Great Reads from Great
Placesthis year. Only two books : pERR
from each state are honored | ;
with making the list! It means | S :
our book will be in The Library
of Congress and at the National
Book Fair in August in
Washington D.C.

A Great B|g Thank You to D.A. RanchI

- p.'l'- -

We extend a heartfelt thanks to D.A. Ranchfor
hosting our River Champions party! Their support
. and partnership are invaluable.

Make sure to visit their beautiful property to try
their new Homestead Wines, including an Arizona
Red Blend and an Estate Rosé of Pinot Noir. D.A.
Ranch is generously donating 10% of the proceeds
from these wines to support Verde River
conservation as part of the River Friendly Living
Business program.

You can learn more about River Friendly Living
by visiting our website.

Thank you, D.A. Ranch, for
your commitment to the Verde
River and for promoting
sustainable living!

; { Book tours, buy wine (21+)
' and see more at daranch.com
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https://daranch.com/
https://azpbs.org/horizon/2024/07/new-childrens-book-on-the-verde-river/?blm_aid=0
https://daranch.com/




Pollinator Garden at Tiny Camp Oak Creek:

Embracing biodiversity, the installation of a pollinator garden at Tiny Camp Oak Creek not only
enhances the landscape but also provides crucial habitats for essential pollinators, fostering

resilience in our ecosystems.

il i W g |
"l"‘"""ht

e RN ~

The implementation of active and passive rain harvesting systems showcase innovative approaches
to water conservation, serving as a model for sustainable living practices. Eleven rainwater

harvesting projects will be completed this year!




Inspiring Future Stewards

In addition to project achievements, River Friendly Living has been instrumental in nurturing the
next generation of environmental stewards. A highlight of the spring was a visit from Arizona State
University tourism students, who gained firsthand insights into the importance of sustainable
practices in preserving our rivers for future generations.

Recognition and Participation

As recognition for their commitment to river
conservation, River Friendly Homes across the
watershed proudly displayed their 2024
participation stickers—a symbol of dedication to
safeguarding our water resources.



https://verderiver.org/get-involved/
https://verderiver.org/get-involved/

Isaac Dudley and TinyCamp
Featured on Arizona's Family

We are thrilled to share thatIsaac Dudley, our Flows Project Manager, was recently featured by
Arizona's Family local news. In the segment, Isaac talked about TinyCamp and Friends of the Verde

River’s partnership with River Friendly Living.
Watch the full interview and learn more about our initiatives at the links below.

Thank you, Isaac and TinyCamp, for promoting sustainable living!

e ':';

- - .?_
ARIZONA'S FAMILY -

s | THE ULTIMATE GLAMPING EXPERIENCE WEATHER DAY

STAY AT TINYCAMP ON YOUR NEXT VISIT TO OLD TOWN COTTONWOOD ST

- .’)IL"

1,
é

.‘%&!’ %



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0HApwsFLRI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0HApwsFLRI

Pelican-

Paddle nnr F l E

Poseidon
AUG 1- SEPT 30

BUY YOUR TICKETS AT
VERDERIVER.ORG/RAFFLE

MARCHWAY Floating
Waterproof Dry Bag

KAYAKING PACKAGE
Purdy Verde - WORTH OVER

Seat Cushion

$250 Alpaka
Raft Giftcard
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https://verderiver.org/events/run-the-verde-raffle-2023/
https://verderiver.org/events/run-the-verde-raffle-2023/

